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- 77ie WUUNG DATE of this communication appears on th& cov^r sheet with the corrBSpondence address^ 
All cldtm^. being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included 
herewfth (or previously marled), a Notice of Anowance (PT0L-D5) or other appropriato communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This dppiic<)b'on i$ subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Oflice or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 S This communication is responsive to 1/28/2004 canversation with applicants rBDresentaiive , 

2. ^ The allowed cla!m(s) la/are 37-45.48.60 and 52 . 

3. S The drawings fried on 11 Sgpfember 1995 are accepted by the ExaminQr. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19{a)-(d) or (f). 

a; □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the.priorlty documents have been received rn this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCI Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
• Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U-S.C. § 1 i9(ej (to a provisional application) since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the spedficdtion or in an Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.78. 
(e) G The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. CI Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a speclfc reference was included 

in me first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Applicani has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE*" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 

7. □ A J-iUBSTtTUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INI"ORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives rBason(s) why the oath or declaration Is deficient, 

8. □ CCfRRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) C'l including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) a including changes required by the proposed drawng conection filed which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) C including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



Identifying Indicia such as the application nuniber (see 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet Replacement $heet($) should be labeled as such In the margin according to 37 cfr 1,121 (d). 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must l:>e submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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IQ Notic:.5 Of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2D Notic:<3 of Draflperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3n Infon'iation Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/OS), 

Paper No. 

40 Exan'inefs Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of 6m: logical Material 



5\3 Notice of Infomial Patent Application {PTO-152) 
an Intert/iew Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. , 

7(3 Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

5^ E)@miner's Statement of Reasons for Alk>wance 
QH Other 



PT0L^7i Rbv. 11-03) , , Notice of Allowabililv , , PartofPaoer No. 01280 

H J LmLi]^m w^vn i^/evn t^o zi 'iiim) mom ? nosnvh soiNino um onohismv mu 



Appiication/Contiol Number: 08/792,468 Page 2 

Art Uiiit: 2876 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT / SUPPLEMENTAL ALLOWANCE 

Remarks 

The office action of 12/9/2003 contained some errors in the claims portion of the 
examiner*s amendment. The full set of claims as they should appear is below. 

The examiner also indicated previously (hat corrected drawings would be needed. 
However, the office should be able to correct the drawings on its own by rescanning the images. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appejirs below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure .consideration of such an amendment, it MLfST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Applicant's representative, Mr, William Brooks, gave authorization for these corrections 
on 1/28/2004. 

IN THE CLAIMS! 

The outstanding claims should read as follows: 



51 d LKUim]^ 'omvn is/6£:h w zi 'i\(m) mom ? nosnvh 'soiNino 'zivh^i 'onohismv mu 



Application/Control Number: 08/792,468 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2876 

Claim 37 An iiid^)QidejrtIy mobile shoppii^ T:art, which is movable 

in a shop Xq pollect and purchase oat or more commo^itiesii CQZzqiirisiiis: 
a cart body fbr carrying the one or mint cdmmoditios; and 
a payment processor for handliTig a paymenf for the commoditiiss mth a prepaid card, 

liaying 

a commodity code reader for reading a commodity code ^ptied to the bidividual 
commodity^ 

a commodity price identi Jying section for identifedng the price of the individual 
commodity based on the commodity code read by aaid commodity code xeader, 

a prepaid card reader for reading infotinatioa about a cmreat remflindfif of pireipaymcQt 
fiom the prqiaid dad^ and 

a r^steri^g eection for subttacting the price of the individual commodity identified by 
said commodity price identifying section ftora tfie current remainder of pitpa)ment read by said 
la'qyaid card rcad«-, and registering the result of the subtraction on the prepaid coA as a new 
remamdor of pr^aymc^ without an v comrnuiricarion witifi an external processof or eony ute'. 

Claim 38 An independently mobile shopping cart as de&ied in 

claim 37, wiierein $aid payment processor ibrfher compri^! 
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an indicQtiiig «ectioji for indicating, if necessaty^ that the cuirent t tomamd^ read by said 
jfT^oiA card reader is insuffici^ot for the pnce^f flic individual commodity ideDtifiod by said 
comim^dity price identii^^ section. 

Claim 39 An iiidq>e3]de&tly mobile shopping cail as define tn 

claim 38> ^i4iBr^ said payment pzocesgor ffatrtiKr ccn^nisos: 

a first seiccting secfion for selecting when the cunent temafittier is insufficient for the 
individual price of die commodity^ eidier (i) to cany out flie j;^aymom witfi anotha' prepaid card 
or (ii) to cancel the payment, and conttolUng said pncpai d card reader and said remainder 
regifitamg aebtion accordingly. 

Qatm 40 An itHj<^;w(adcntIy mobile shopping cart as defined in 

claun 37, whereia said payment processor fttrfher cantpnses: 

aitccipt issuing section for issmng a recent upon coiq}letiQa of the paj^nmL 

Claim 41 An ind^pwdently mobile shopping cart aad^fmed in 

claim 38> herein said payment processor further con^ 

a receipt issuing sectiOD for i^sfuing a receipt upon cotripletion of the payment. 

Claim 42 An independ^aktly mobile shopping catt as defined in 

claim 39. wherein said payment processor fiirthcr comprises: 
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a r&^eHpl issuiug section for icsaing a nxeipt i^n completion of the payment 

aaim 43 An indq^eadently Tnobile shopping caxt as defined in 

claim 40, whervin said payment processor iurtha- comprises: 

a second selecting section for choosing whether or not to receive a jsctipt fbt the 
payment, and controUiz^ said receipt i^ng std&oji accoidingly. 

CUhn 44 An independently mobile shoppbg cart as defined in 

claim 41^ wherein Md6 payment processor fUilhft compnsesi 

a second selecting seciion for dioosing whettier or not to receive a lecdpt for the 
payment; azid controUmg said receipt issnnig seciion accordingly. 

Claim 45 An independently mobile shopping cait as definied in 

claim 42, wherein said payment processor fUrther Comprise: 

A second selecting section for choosing i^^iher or not to it:ceive a receipt for the 
p^yment^ and eontix>ning said receipt issumg section accordingly. 

Claun 46-47 (canceled} 

Claim 48 An independently mobile shopping Cart as defined in cl^m 

37, wherein said pajment processor further comprises: 
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a& instznctioli topeiver fer receiving a power on/off instnictioii fixmi an extemaS 
nwiagemcQtqptpazatus; and 

a power on/off section (or «ixtoxaaticalfy' tutrnug otn/offfho power of said paynii^t 
processor in respon^^ to tbe pov^cr^^n/pS'imttiictiKnl received by said data rec^tion «ccHi7n* 

Claim 49 (canceled) 



Claim 50 An indcpotd^y mobile shopping cart as defined in 

daim 37, wherein said p^snt processor fixtAes comprises: 

a measming section for mcasiiriiiig the total w^^X of Ute uommodiL!^ c«ni od by said cait 

body; 

an obaerving section for observing wfaedier a change in tbc total wti^t 0>ea$tircd by said 
measuring secdon accoopqiaxnes the reading operation of the commodity code iay siid commodity 
code reader, and 

m alarm g^erdtmg aection for genci-ating an alarm when said observing section observes 
that any change in the total wei^t does not 8ccon^>aqy the rea£ng ope^on of the commodity code. 

Claim 51 (canceled) 

Claim 52 An indeftendcnUy mobile shopping cart as defined in claim 

48, wheriein said payment processor further comprises: 
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ameasunng section for mcasoringthe total wdg^t of the commodities caxiied by said cazt 

tody; 

an obs^vmg section ibr obsemng wlie&er a dunge txi the total weight measured by said 
measuring lection acconqiames ihe xcading operation of flie commodity code by commodity 
code Tcadcn and 

an alaim generating scctioii Sor genoratizig an alazm when said observing ^tion objserves 
that any change in ttie total wcigb£doe& not acoompanyihe reading o 

Claim 53 (canceled) 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
Claim 37-45, 48, 50 and 52 are allowed. 

The following is an cxaminer^g statement of reasons for allowance: In several instances 
in the prior art, mobile shopping carts are known. Swartz (US 5,412,193) has a cart that is fiilly 
mobile based on an RF system (colunm 7, lines 65-67) that can be employed in credit card 
verification and a rechargeable battery pack (column 4, lines 66-68). Although Swartz' system is 
not a cart, Collins, Jr. (US 5,149,947) teaches a cart having checkout system elements. In 
combination, they teach a mobile cart that can perform checkout, as has been discussed in the 
office action of 2/27/2003. 

What Swartz fails to teach, and what the prior art fails to show or fairly suggest, is a 
system that can operate without any external communications during the checkout process. In 
the Swartz teaching, conrmnunication with an external source occurs in order to verify credit card 
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transactions. Likewise, a debit card would at least require some external communication. In a 
prepaid card, however, the tranfsaction can occur independent of external communications. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this conununication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel A Hess whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2392. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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